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Children and Youth at Risk

Dr. Yitzhak Kadman


Dr. Yitzhak Kadman, Chairman of the National Council on Child Welfare has contributed more than any other person to elevating the issue of children at risk to the center of public discourse and debate in Israel, and to exposing the needs of these children which are not being properly addressed.

His leadership has enabled the Council to become a highly influential agency, whose voluntary and independent activity offers an important recourse to children seeking defense of their rights. It provides such a recourse also to parents and educators who identify special needs among children and dangers threatening them, as well as to professionals seeking to design policies that might guarantee the safety and welfare of children at risk.

Dr. Kadman's energetic and uncompromising activity has resulted in the promotion and formulation of a comprehensive social policy that provides responses to the needs of children at risk in the State of Israel.
Development of Services for the Disabled and Activities to Involve them in Society

Arieh Zudekevich
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For more than thirty years Arieh Zudkevich, a victim of polio confined to a wheelchair, has been engaged in volunteer social activity for the benefit of the handicapped in Israel. In 1999 he led their great strike, which was followed by a significant improvement in the rights of the handicapped regarding such areas as mobility and special services. His actions represent a real social breakthrough, as well as a breakthrough in attitudes toward he handicapped community in Israel.

Throughout the years of his activity, he has wisely found appropriate ways of enshrining his achievements in law and thus applying them to all the handicapped population of Israel.


His activity both within the Handicapped People's Organization and in other contexts has heightened public awareness of the handicapped public's special needs and has contributed greatly to ameliorating the quality of its life.
Development of Human Resources and Organizational Infrastructure in the field of Social Services

Maya Goldman
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Maya Goldman In 1989, Maya Goldman initiated and established the "Kesher" association, of which she serves as General Manager from then until the present. "Kesher" provides information, counseling and advice for families with chronically handicapped children and professionals engaged in this field. 

As a civil-society organization providing services that were previously unavailable, "Kesher" has become a center for knowhow that helps build coalitions, offers services and sets the agenda for public discourse on topics relating to children with special needs. For "Kesher", the term "empowerment" is no mere slogan but a recognition of the connection between knowhow and proficiency, on the one hand, and maximization of children's rights and decision-making in their favor on the other. 

It is therefore easy to imagine the enormous benefit that parents may enjoy thanks to the array of assistance schemes offered by the association. Three branches operate around the country, providing help to all comers at no charge. In addition, local centers are operated by volunteers in various localities.


 
