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Mr. Yehiel Shershevsky

Mr. Yehiel Shershevsky, who is a clinical psychologist by profession, has for the last 15years been in charge of the system for rehabilitating the mentally disabled in the community, at the Ministry of Health.  In this capacity, Mr. Shershevsky has played a central and vital role in the initiation, adoption, and implementation of a policy that seeks to rehabilitate the mentally disabled in the community.  Although the importance of the community dimension for the treatment and rehabilitation of the mentally disabled has been emphasized for many years, it has been only in recent years, and to a large measure thanks to Mr. Shershevsky's efforts, that the community approach has been applied on a larger scale.  
Mr. Shershevsky's unique contribution to the extensive development of the mental-health system in the community included several components:
· inculcating and imparting, in the Knesset and other forums, the approach attaching great importance to the rehabilitation of the mentally disabled in the community, as an alternative to their hospitalization in institutional frameworks;
· initiating the Law for Rehabilitation of the Mentally Disabled in the Community, involvement in its formulation, and diligent activity for its enactment and implementation;
· maximum integration of various organizations, including organizations of the mentally disabled and their families, into the development and implementation of the community approach in caring for the mentally disabled;
· development of a training system for practitioners in the steadily increasing number of roles involved in mental-health services in the community;
· encouraging various organizations to develop services for the mentally disabled in the community;
· establishing a control system in the Ministry of Health, which is tasked with ensuring the quality and standards of community services provided for the mentally disabled.
Mr.Shershevsky's great endeavor is typified by dedication, talent, diligence, and a human touch.  Mr Shershevsky provides a rare model of a civil servant who has succeeded in bringing about a significant turnaround in the area of which he is in charge. 
Prof. Yossi Katan, chair
Ms. Amira Dotan
Mr. Yaron Sokolov
Service and Social Integration for the Disabled

Attorney Neta Dagan and Attorney Tirza Leibowitz, the legal team of "Bizchut" Organization
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Attorney Neta Degan and Attorney Tirza Leibowitz have served for over five years as the legal team of Bizchut, a nonpartisan human-rights organization working to promote the rights of people with physical, mental, or intellectual disabilities.  The organization's work combinesthe use of legal, communal, educational, and public tools.
Both together and separately, Attorney Neta Degan and Attorney Tirza Leibowitz have made a significant contribution to the accessibility revolution that is now taking place in Israel. As the legal team of the organization that initiated the Law for Equality of People with Disabilities, they have developed a unique expertise in the area of these people's rights in general, and their right to accessibility in particular.  They accomplished this, among other means, through comparative research with other countries and in-depth study of the various issues. 
They coordinated coalitions and forums of disabled people's organizations, putting a stress on representation for all types of disabilities, and shepherded the proposed law through dozens of Knesset sessions and meetings with met with government representatives. 
Attorneys Degan and Leibowitz are highly gifted jurists with boundless dedication, who have contributed invaluably to the quality of life for people with disabilities in Israel.  
Prof.  Arik Riemerman, chair
Ms. Carmela Ablagon
Ms. Rachel Liel
Children and Youth at Risk

Mr. Nabham Macawi
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Nabhan Macawi is a resident of the Bedouin town Tel Sheva, who has for more than 20 years been working for Bedouin youth, in numerous and impressive ways.
Mr. Macawi managed the Negev Project for Equal Rights, and contributed greatly to the formation of new and advanced frameworks for children and youth.  These included the Forum for Advancement of Preschool Children and the Central Parents' Committee for Children with Special Needs. He initiated and founded the Forum for Advancement of Youth, a partnership of the education and welfare authorities, third sector organizations, youth movements, and foundations, which has attracted hundreds of young people. Mr Macawi was one of the initiators and founders of the Arab-Jewish Center for Equality, Empowerment, and Cooperation (AJEEC) at the Negev Institute for Strategies of Peace and Development.  
Mr Macawi is a son of this community, who chose to invest his best professional and personal efforts for his community.  He has done so by means of empowering other members of his community and recruiting them both as practitioners and as volunteers.  He has relied on the traditional values of his community, while adapting the modes of action to its present state. 
The perseverance that he has displayed in the face of all difficulties, and his longstanding activity, ought to serve as a model and example for personal involvement in favor of the community..  The award is bestowed on him in the hope that many may take this example and work as he has done for the communities in which they live.  
Signed:  Prof. Rami Benvenisti
Ms. Zika Avtzuk
Ms. Shlomit Canaan
