Prize Recipients 2006
Care for the Elderly

Dr. Israel Doron


Dr. Israel Doron, jurist, holder of Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees (with honors) in law.  Dr. Doron completed his doctorate in Canada, specializing in international aspects of elder guardianship.  In 2000 he joined the teaching faculty of the University of Haifa's School of Social Work; since then, with characteristic energy, he has been putting his legal experience and academic talents to work as a researcher and instructor, in order to develop and advance the field of elder rights at the theoretical, practical, public and individual levels, as well as on the organizational and educational planes and in Israeli and international policy-making. 
Dr. Doron has been a ground-breaker in the area of elder rights and ethics and social policy as they relate to aging.  He devotes considerable time, on a volunteer basis, to raising awareness among professional caregivers, jurists, public figures and policy-makers of the possibilities that exist for empowering the elderly by legal means.  He also works to raise awareness among the elderly themselves, and their families.
Dr. Doron has given rise to the first generation of students to be exposed, via his lectures at the University and at various conferences and organizational events in Israel and elsewhere, to the legal aspects of aging. 
In 2002 Dr. Doron was instrumental in founding Law in the Service of the Elderly (LSE), an organization which he heads on a volunteer basis.  LSE provides free legal information via the Internet, publishes leaflets, petitions the courts on matters of principle, trains caregivers, and updates the public on legal developments in the field of elder rights in Israel.
Dr. Doron has worked consistently and along many and varied channels to strengthen the legal and social status of the elderly and to inform the public of its rights:  he has coordinated and published articles, pamphlets and books for the general public and for selected target audiences on legal and ethical issues related to aging, in addition to the research articles that he has published in Israeli and foreign scholarly journals.
Dr. Doron is an exceptional teacher and sought-after speaker who frequently lectures at seminars, training courses, clubs for the elderly, and all other venues around the country where his services are in demand.  He is an active, dynamic and esteemed member of many public and professional committees; he has initiated successful models for legal aid and activism at the local and national levels.  Dr. Doron strives incessantly to create new, original and needed initiatives aimed at empowering the elderly and safeguarding their rights in Israeli society.
Based on his excellence in this field we feel that Dr. Israel Doron is a worthy recipient of the 2006 Zusman Award for Excellence in the Field of Human Services in Israel. 
Signed by the members of the Committee of Judges: 
Prof. Chava Golender, Chairwoman
Estie Shatran
Yehonatan Lamberger 

Voluntarism and Philanthropy

Yirmiyahu Ben Shalom, Tami Ben Shalom and Yuval Farajun – Urban Kibbutz "Reshit"
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Yirmiyahu Ben Shalom, Tami Ben Shalom and Yuval Farjun, who work together as a team, are members of the urban Kibbutz Reshit in Jerusalem.  The three coordinate ongoing volunteer activity on behalf of the residents of the Kiryat Menachem neighborhood.  Most of this neighborhood's population is socioeconomically disenfranchised – former inhabitants of Israel’s “ma’abarot” (immigrant tent cities) and new Falashmura immigrants.
Reshit became operative in the neighborhood in the early 1990s.  
The activity, which focuses on education and social-community services, is characterized by enthusiasm, creativity, persistence, and outstanding leadership ability.
In the area of education Reshit members, headed by Yirmiyahu, Tami and Yuval, have created frameworks that combine innovative teaching methods with social integration.  Their community activity has given rise to a local youth movement and to a variety of community events, many of which focus on environmental activism and neighborhood beautification.
The volunteer activity has been a force for real change in the neighborhood.  One major achievement of Reshit has been its success in mobilizing Kiryat Menachem residents, many of whom are preoccupied with issues of daily survival, for personal activity and environmental involvement.
The members of the Committee regard the activity of these three nominees as fully compatible with each of the Zusman Award criteria.  Selection was based on the following:
· Ongoing, long-term activity that has enjoyed great success and which is intended to benefit and, in particular, to empower, a disenfranchised population; 

· Outstanding volunteer activity characterized by innovation and creativity; 

· Activity intended solely to contribute to society and to the community, and which has garnered the recognition and esteem of numerous individuals and organizations. 

From among the large number of qualified nominees, the Committee has selected Yirmiyahu, Tami and Yuval to be the recipients of the 2006 Zusman Award.
Signed by the members of the Committee of Judges:
Dr. Neri Horovitz, Chairman
Dalia Magnet
Gila Gur
Dr. Reuven Gal
Immigrant Absorbtion
Mr. Tzvi (Tziki) Ud
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Mr. Ud has identified the basic and essential need felt by every human being:  that of warm human contact – home and family.   As a result, he has chosen to serve as home and family to those who come to Israel to help build and safeguard the national homeland.
Mr. Ud, who devotes himself, his energy, time and money to absorption activity on behalf of chayalim bodedim (“lone soldiers”) who come on aliya with no family or friends, is regarded as the soldiers’ “father” in Jerusalem.  The Ud family has adopted some 30 lone soldiers, maintaining contact with them in a personal and ongoing way.
In addition to these direct  “adoptions,” the family cares for several tens of other lone soldiers on a permanent basis.
Mr. Ud has defined the “familial home front” as the essential key to ensuring that these soldiers can realize their abilities and aspirations, and ensure their success in military service and civilian life.
He has therefore recruited himself and his family to be the home and family of lone soldiers of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds, providing them with a “supportive familial home front.”
This activity reflects a sense of commitment, responsibility and caring; it necessitates a considerable investment of emotional resources, attention, time, work and money.
· Initiative and innovation in absorption; 

· The development of a personal-familial approach to absorption; 

· Illumination and strengthening of the value of family life and parenting in Israeli society; 

· Efforts aimed at creating a “chain of success” in immigrant absorption – from the individual to the family, the community, the society and the nation; 

· His personal example, dedication and personal and familial sensitivity. 

Based on the above, the Committee considers Mr. Ud to be a worthy recipient of the 2006 Zusman Award.
Signed by the members of the Committee of Judges:
Efraim Cohen, Chairman
Rina Cohen
Benny Pakado
